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This symposium, held in February 1994 in Honolulu, is,the third occasion that investigators from 
Japan, Europe and the United States have come together for the purpose of examining mechanistic 
events controlling vascular smooth muscle function. The two previous symposiums were held in the 
same location in 1977 and 1989. The current symposium first dealt with contractile proteins, calcium 
metabolism and cellular signalling systems. It then reviewed the regulatory role of nitric oxide and 
other endothelial factors on contraction and proliferation of vascular smooth muscle cells. Finally, 
neurogenic, pharmacological and myogenic mechanisms were surveyed. Organizers of the Symposium 
were Drs. H. Karaki and Y. Nonomura in Japan and Drs. Div Bohr and R.C. Webb in the United 
States. Dr. S. Shibata served as the local organizer. The symposium was sponsored by the National 
Science Foundation and the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science. Their support was 
supplemented by the following organizations: 

Asahi Chemicals Industry Co., Ltd. 

Astra Hassle AB 
Bayer Yakuhin Ltd. 

Ciba-Geigy Foundation ' 

Chugai Pharmaceuticals Co., Ltd. 

Council for Tobacco Research 
Daiichi Seiyaku Co., Ltd. 

Eiken Science Co. 

Fujisawa Pharmaceuticals Co., Ltd. 

Funakoshi Co. 

Fugaku Medical Foundation 
Hoechst Japan Ltd. 

Ichiro Kanehara Memorial Foundation 
Institut de Recherches Internationales Servier 
JEOL Ltd. 

Kanebo Pharmaceuticals Co. Ltd. 

Kotobuki Pharmaceuticals Co. 

Marion Merrel Dow Inc. 

Mejii Seika Kaisha Ltd. 

Miles Inc. 

Mochida Pharmaceuticals Co., Ltd. 

University of Hawaii Foundation 

University of Michigan (Office of the Vice President for Research) 

Yamanouchi Pharmaceuticals Co., Ltd. 

Essential findings presented at the symposium are encapsulated in the accompanying abstracts. 
Complete manuscripts that have been submitted and reviewed by the normal process will be published 
in the Journal of . Vascular Research as they are accepted. 
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